VI PAM PLENARY SESSION – PALERMO, ITALY 29 OCTOBER 2011 – A YEAR OF CHALLENGES FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION 


The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) will be inaugurated tomorrow in Palermo, Italy. It was preceded by the 6th Meeting of the Standing Committees on 27-28 October, during which the delegates from the PAM member states’ national parliaments discussed the Reports and Resolutions presented by the rapporteurs of the topics assigned within the framework of the three Standing Committees of the Assembly. 
The Plenary Session is being hosted by the Presidents of the Italian Senate and Chamber of Deputies, Hon. Renato Schifani and Hon. Gianfranco Fini respectively.
For PAM this is a particularly challenging year following the developments in some member states on the Southern shore of the Mediterranean. The Plenary Session will represent an ideal regional forum where parliamentarians will have the opportunity to focus on the most important issues that require immediate attention and action. The debate will centre on the future of the region and the aspirations of the peoples who have undertaken the process for a more participative governance of their countries. 
The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will also elect the new President to replace H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco), who has completed his term in Office. The new candidate was chosen during an ad hoc meeting of the South Geo-political group and will be presented tomorrow to the Assembly. Meanwhile H.E. Radi has been elected to the prestigious post of President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the international body gathering all the National Parliaments of the world.
The delegates will also adopt the Reports and Resolutions, which were further debated for their final tuning, at the meetings of the Standing Committees during the two days prior to the Assembly. 
In Palermo, PAM members will deliberate on a wide range of issues, such as the Peace Process in the Middle East, the democratic transition in North Africa, vis-à-vis Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, the situation in Syria, the constitutional reform process in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and also the need to support sustainable socio-economic development in the region. 
The delegates will also be addressed by a number of high-level speakers, and representatives from international organizations such as the UN, FAO, PUIC, the Arab League and OSCE will also be attending.
 27-10-2011 
PAM STANDING COMMITTEES PAVE THE WAY TO THE PLENARY SESSION ON 29 OCTOBER 2011 
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PAM STANDING COMMITTEES PAVE THE WAY TO THE PLENARY SESSION ON 29 OCTOBER 2011
 
The VI Meeting of the three Standing Committees of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean kicked off today at the Palazzo dei Normanni, in Palermo, in preparation for the VI PAM Plenary Session to be held on the 29 October, 2011.  Over 150 delegates from Mediterranean National Parliaments, other Regional Parliaments, International Institutions, the UN system and representatives of the Holy See, NGOs and sectoral organisations, are present at the PAM event. 

The meeting was inaugurated by PAM Vice Presidents, Hon. Tayseer Quba’a (Palestine) and Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso (Italy) 

Hon. Quba’a welcomed all those delegates who were participating for the first time at a PAM meeting following elections in a number of Mediterranean countries and changes in the national delegations. He also thanked guests and institutions who have joined PAM in Palermo for this important event at a very critical moment for the region. 

He expressed his appreciation to the Italian Parliament and the Regional Assembly of Sicily for hosting the annual gathering of Mediterranean parliamentarians and added that PAM is taking advantage of the Mediterranean heritage of the city of Palermo to strengthen the links that have been established at Parliamentary level with the creation of PAM.

Senator Amoruso referred to the main topics that the Assembly has debated during these years, among which, the Middle East, the constitutional reform in Bosnia Herzegoniva, the establishment of the PAM Panel of External Trade and Investments and nuclear energy.  

During the day the following reports and resolutions were presented and discussed:

Within the 1st Standing Committee on Political Cooperation and Security chaired by Hon. Quba’a:

Report and Resolution on the Middle East - Hon. George Vella (Malta) 

Report and Resolution on Constitutional changes in Bosnia & Herzegovina – Hon. Miro Petek (Slovenia)

Special Task Force on Organised Crime; Report and Resolution on The Interconnection between Organised Crime and Terrorism in the Mediterranean – Hon. Angela Napoli (Italy)

Special Task Force on Terrorism; Report and Resolution on New Strategies and perspectives in Countering Terrorism – Hon. Askin Asan (Turkey) – presented by Hon. Menderes Turel (Turkey).

Within the 2nd Standing Committee on Economic, social and environmental cooperation and development chaired by Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy):

Special Task Force on Environment and Climate Change – Report and Resolution on Disaster prevention and management in the Mediterranean marine space resulting from oil or gas leakage – Hon. Nikolaos Nikolopoulos (Greece)

Report and Resolution on Civil Nuclear Energy – Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco) 

Report and Resolution on Water and Tourism – Sen. Jacques Blanc (France) – presented by Hon. Michel Vauzelle (France).

The presentations were followed by a debate among the parliamentarians who contributed towards the final documents to be presented for adoption at the Plenary Session of the Assembly on Saturday 29 October 2011. 

Tomorrow Reports and Resolutions pertaining to the 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue between Cultures and Civilisations and Human Rights will be presented and discussed. 

HOLY SEE EXPRESSES APPRECIATION FOR PAM’S FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES 
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The Holy See today expressed its appreciation for the fundamental goals of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, when Dr. Anna Maria Abramonte, representative of the Holy See, an observer to PAM, addressed the Mediterranean parliamentarians during the works of the VI PAM Plenary Session being held in Palermo, Italy.
Dr. Abramonte said that the Holy See notes that from its very beginning the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has placed emphasis on the importance of interreligious and cultural dialogue as being an integral part of its objectives. “It is proper, after all, that political and civil society should recognize the role of religion in the public sphere and the religious dimension of the human person. It could not be otherwise given that the overwhelming majority of the world’s population is made up of religious believers”, the Holy See representative added. 
The Holy See also recalled the fact that it has participated as an observer on several occasions at the various meetings and initiatives of PAM during the last years and thanked the Assembly for the invitation to join as an Observer to the VI Plenary Session.
REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE 3RD STANDING COMMITTEE DISCUSSED DURING THE SECOND DAY OF DEBATE BY THE MEDITERRANEAN PARLIAMENTARIANS MEETING IN PALERMO, ITALY 
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The VI Meeting of the three Standing Committees of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean continued today at the Palazzo dei Normanni, in Palermo, in preparation for the VI PAM Plenary Session to be held tomorrow 29 October, 2011.

 During today’s session the Rapportuers of the 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among Cultures and Civilisations & Human Rights, presented their Reports and Resolutions and were discussed by the parliamentarians representing the member states of the Assembly. The debate was chaired by Hon. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Abkulut (Turkey), PAM Vice President and President of the 3rd Standing Committee.

During the day the following Reports and Resolutions were presented and discussed:

Report on the activities of the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean – Hon. Mohammad Zureiqat (Jordan), presentation carried from the previous day.

Special Task Force on Gender; Report on “Domestic Violence” presented by Hon. Maria Conceicao Pereira (Portugal)

Special Task Force on Migration; Report on “Migrations” prepared by Hon. Tasos Mitsopoulos (Cypros) and presented by Hon. Aristos Damianou (Cyprus)

The presentations were followed by a debate among the parliamentarians who contributed towards the final documents to be presented for adoption by the Plenary Session of the Assembly on Saturday 29 October 2011. At the end of the works of the 3rd Standing Committee, the PAM Bureau members held their 18th meeting while the South Geo-political Group met to choose the candidate for the Presidency of PAM for the remaining year of the 2011-2012 biennium. The candidate will be presented tomorrow at the Plenary Session and a vote will be taken. The incumbert, H.E. Abdelwahad Radi (Morocco) has completed his term of Office.

